AP Resources:
English Literature and Composition Test, sample exam questions: 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-english-literature-and-composition/exam
Test Format: 

-55ish multiple choice questions over 4 or 5 passages (60 minutes) (45% of grade)
-one essay on a poetic passage (40 minutes)
-one essay on a prose passage (40 minutes) 

-one synthesis essay—explore a given theme in a book/text of your choice (40 minutes) (Essays, combined, are 55% of grade)
(You may divide the 120 minutes for the essay section as you choose among the essays)
Multiple Choice Tips: 

-Points are not deducted for incorrect answers. Guess, friend!
-For any question: two answers are stupid, one answer is possible but wrong, two answers are correct, and one answer is MORE correct. 

-Remember that, although the questions are nuanced, there must be one objectively correct answer. Otherwise, they couldn’t grade it! Don’t get paralyzed with overthinking.

Essay Question Tips (super general): 
-do NOT repeat the prompt in your introduction

-You may organize your essay as you see fit, but organize it—have topic sentences and so on. Take a few minutes to outline before you begin writing. 
-the most commonly recommended devices to use are DIDLS: 


-diction


-imagery


-details


-language (by which they mean tone) 


-syntax

-You’re not graded on handwriting, of course, but you WILL have problems getting a passing grade unless your handwriting is legible.
-No need to title the essay. Don’t waste your time with it. 
-No need to use parenthetical citation or refer to line numbers in your sentences. 

AP Essay Scoring Guide Shorthand (Distilled by Ms. Swan)
9-8: Really good!

6-7: Competent. You know what an essay is. 
5: Plausible. Errors. Little but paraphrase. Must have some analysis. 

4-3: Badly written? Significant misreading. Nothing but paraphrase. (Unclear, inconsistent, or repetitive). Must have some attempt at analysis to achieve these scores.  
2-1: Tries to respond to prompt. Unclear or error-ridden. Unacceptably brief? 

0: No reference to the task. 

--These essays are either left blank or are completely off topic. 

