The OUTLINE for your BEST BOOK PROJECT Essay
This is a slightly modified version of a basic evidence outline. 

I) Your introduction: 

All I need for the outline is your UNDERLINED THESIS and any information pertinent for me to understand that thesis. 

(SIDE NOTE: When you write the rough drafts, your introduction will need: 
-A hook to pull in the reader (must be relevant to your essay).  

-Biographical information for your author ONLY if necessary to your argument
-A brief summary of the book—ONLY what we need to know to understand your essay. 

–An explanation of the themes pertinent to your thesis. (You might be able to do this while you’re providing the summary.)  

-Summary of your critics’ stand(s) ONLY if necessary to your argument. (Most of you can probably do without this in the introduction)
-Then end with a thesis.
-At that point, your full introduction should be no more than one page in length ending with underlined thesis.
Sample Thesis: …Critics of Wuthering Heights often contend that Emily Bronte makes violence seem necessary for a passionate relationship, portraying the abusive Heathcliff as the ideal man. On the contrary, Bronte’s real project is to show how seductive the tenets of Romanticism really are—and then critique Romanticism as a siren’s song full of moral corruption. 
II) Topic statement: THIS PARAGRAPH IS PROBABLY YOUR CONCESSION AND REBUTTAL 
a) Evidence (MLA style citation for each piece of evidence) 

b) More evidence (i.e. author page number) 

c) Still more evidence! Etc. 
(Tips: 

-For the outline, all you have to do is fill in the evidence. There is no need to analyze it yet—you can do that in the rough draft. Just get everything into its proper place, right now.

-Remember that evidence is quotes or paraphrases, and that quotes are generally better because more specific
-Your evidence should include both quotes from the articles and quotes from the novel 
-You’re aiming for about a page with this paragraph, when it’s done. 

- Honestly, each of these points can be longer than one paragraph. If you feel the need to split it into two, go for it. (If you can get it all done in one paragraph, that’s fine, too.)
-Concede: “Yes, I understand that some critics say this thing that disagrees with my take on the novel. 
-Rebut: “Here is why they are wrong.” OR “Here is why their arguments are less comprehensive/insightful/good than my argument.” 

III) A topic statement for your argument about the novel
a) Evidence 

b) Evidence

c) Etc.  

(More tips: 

-I need evidence (quotes/paraphrases) for EVERY body paragraph. Prove all the things! If it is not your conclusion or introduction, it should be based upon the analysis of evidence. 
-Every point you intend to make should be supported by a piece of evidence. You are responsible for doing this, even in your outline.

-These paragraphs should be you proving your point about the novel. Most of your quotes will come from the novel. Some may come from critics. 
-DO NOT simply repeat what the critic says and call it your own argument.

-The more evidence the better, as long as you have room to analyze it thoroughly. 
IV) Another topic statement. You know, for your next point.
a) Evidence. 

b) Evidence

c) Etc.  
(Tips: 

-You need as many body paragraphs as it takes to get the argument proven. 
-Think about the order in which you put your paragraphs—how will you introduce me to the topic, and then lead me to seeing the point you make in your thesis? 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO INCLUDE A CONCLUSION IN THE OUTLINE.

Your outline is due at the BEGINNING OF CLASS on OCTOBER 13/14. It is a QUIZ GRADE for hte third six weeks. 
