Best Books Discussion Day
To write about a book together, you’ll need to have a shared and rich understanding of the book. You’ve read what some critics have to say, which helps. Now it’s time to develop your own take on what happens. 

Individually (not with your partner): Write five to ten discussion questions. 

How to write discussion questions: 

-What disturbed or perplexed you about the novel? What made you angry? What did you LOVE? Write questions exploring these issues. 

-What interpretive questions do your critics have? 

-Go through each character—what questions do you have about how to interpret their motivations, mindsets, or actions? 

-What questions do you have about the way characters feel about each other, or about how they interact with each other? 

-What is the source of conflict in the novel? Is it caused by misunderstanding, chance, or cruelty? How does it work itself out? Does the author suggest a solution, or posit that no solution is possible? What force helps mitigate or solve the conflict? 
-Is the setting important? What questions do could you ask about setting?

-What two or three major themes do you notice in the novel? Write questions asking what the author’s take on these themes is. Some of your questions will concern the novel as a whole. Some will concern critical scenes where the author is trying to make a point—what point is he or she making? Does the point change when we consider later scenes about the same issue? You can get several questions out of this type of exploration. 

-What does the author have to say about: -gender, -race, -sexuality, -time, -family, -how we deal with trauma, -war, -hardship, -being a good person in the face of fear, -growing up, -western (or eastern) (or some other) society, -perspective, etc.? 

-Consider that an author might be addressing an issue consciously or unconsciously. I could write a book about family, for instance, not intending to say anything about gender roles—but my own preconceived notions of gender would surely come through, anyway. Sometimes the author’s unconsciously held beliefs will be interesting to explore. Sometimes, not as much. 
-Does the author’s work fit into any wider context? Does he or she have something to say about a military or political movement? Is he or she interested in postmodernism or romanticism or existentialism or any other philosophical or literary or cultural movements? 

-Do you agree with what critics say, or disagree? Write questions that put you in conversation with your critics (or with articles that you read but did not use). 
-Write some questions that have to do with specific, important moments in the text. When you talk about these, consider how these moments impact what comes afterwards and how they are impacted by what comes before.

-Write some questions that have to do with overarching issues. Look at each moment these issues are brought up in the book and consider how these moment deepen or change our understanding of the issue. 

You MUST discuss for at least 15 minutes before you begin to research. At that point, you’ll want to look for articles and discuss. In addition to critical sources that are useful for your essay, use the critical sources to figure out what topics people often discuss when they write about this book. 

How to discuss: 

-As you discuss, OPEN YOUR BOOK. Some things you’ll be able to remember and comment on casually. Many things will require going back to look at exact phrasing and consider what happens in detail. 

-You get to decide whether you like what an author is saying or not. Judge with humility and curiosity. Open yourself up to what the author is saying. Consider the time period. Still, at the end of the day, you are the judge. 

Think in complex terms. If you write a question and the answer is simply “love”… Somebody wrote 100+ pages about this subject. The answer probably cannot be summed up in one word. 

-Towards the end of your conversation, decide what the both of you enjoy talking about, and what you have enough material to write about. 

… 

If you have time, begin some pre-writing for your outline: 

-Decide (more or less) what you’re going to say. 

-Decide where the paper needs to end up—what will your last body paragraph be about? 

-What do you need to prove or figure out before we get to that last body paragraph? Decide how you’ll organize your earlier body paragraphs.  

