Best Books Rough Draft Checklist
Check off the parts that are working. Address the parts that need work. 
I.  Introduction

a. _____ Catchy hook that relates to the novel and/or its themes
b. _____ Author’s name and title in the first few sentences
c. _____ Background information as needed: biography of author, brief plot summary, etc. (Only as needed!) 
d. _____ Summary of critics’ stands (in other words, a sentence or two about themes people usually 
       discuss in the novel)—as it relates to the thesis and AS NEEDED only. 

e.  _____ Underlined thesis sentence(s). Does it summarize and evaluate the critics’ stands, ending 
with your main argument? 

f. _____ Is your main argument arguable? (Can you do it convincingly in six pages? Can you prove what you say? Might anyone disagree with it, or is it a straw man argument? Is it a close reading of the novel—mainly considers evidence from the novel?)  

II.  Body paragraphs (no set number of these) 

a. _____ Each starts with a topic sentence. 

b. _____ Each is about one main idea, and only one idea

c. _____ The beginning of each paragraph provides a transition from the previous point

d. _____ Some paragraphs include short, embedded critics’ quotes (at least 3, from 3 sources, for the paper as a whole)
e. _____ Every paragraph contains short, embedded novel quotes

f. _____ Each piece of evidence is explained, and the explanation ties it into the thesis and the argument of the paragraph

g. _____ The idea of each paragraph clearly moves the argument along—towards proving the thesis

III.  Conclusion

a. ______ Explanation of how this book’s themes are still relevant and important in today’s world (implications) 

b. _____ No quotes or proving in the conclusion. 

IV.  Proofread

      a. _____ MLA parenthetical citation: Is it there? Is it correct? (If you have a pdf of an article, you have page numbers to include) 

      b. _____ Check for punctuation around citations:  “….” (Swan 2). (And don’t forget about block quoting where relevant.)
      c. _____ Recheck for proper and varied diction. 
      d. _____ Check for possessive apostrophes, comma splices, italics vs. quotation marks
      e. _____ Works cited page titled as such, alphabetized, and with hanging indents? 

      f. _____ Everything Times New Roman (or similar sized font), double-spaced, 12-point? 

      g. _____ Are you smiling because it looks great? 

