College Application Essay

LASA Senior English

Directions:  Respond to your college application prompt.  Be sure to focus on the specific requirements of the prompt and utilize some of the plethora of information from class regarding appropriate topics, style, etc. 

1. First full draft for conference (Oct. 7(A)/10(B), daily grade):  This is a clean, typed (double-spaced for feedback purposes), full draft of the essay.  At the top of the page, type the college(s) you are sending it to and the actual prompt (along with header). Also put how many words you’ve written followed by the college’s word requirement, e.g. 492/500. Bring a longer essay, not a 150-word supplement—at least 500 words. You do not need to put the draft on turnitin.com
2. Another copy of your essay draft (Oct. 7/10, daily grade, 100 or 0): Just print out another copy of the draft for #1, but remove your name wherever it is in the essay. We’ll need this for workshopping purposes. 
3. Final draft (Oct. 23(A)/24(B), major grade): After teacher feedback, you have taken it to the consummate level.  It should include the prompt/colleges you’ll send it to/word count/turnitin.com paper ID and all drafts attached. You must submit this draft to turnitin.com before bringing the printed copy to class.  This copy is a test/major grade (see rubric below).  

Rubric
A essay:  This engaging, original essay begins with an attention-getting image and leads into a narrative showing an important moment/person/etc. in your life.  It shows how you were affected by the person/experience, e.g. your morals, outlook, goals, etc.  It responds directly to the (probably) generic prompt in an original, personal, and specific way that shows your style and personality.  It has colorful diction and imagery and virtually no errors, hitting close to the word requirement.  You have corrected feedback from peer and teacher edits.

B essay:  This essay responds well to the prompt but may not be as attention-getting, imagery-rich or original.  It states how you were affected, though the effect may not be very meaningful or specified.  It probably hints at your style and personality but does not sustain this style throughout. It may have a few minor grammatical errors.  It is close to the word limit.

C essay:  This essay is probably vague, not really showing much about who you are or your style.  It may not have much imagery or originality.  It may have a number of errors or be significantly off the word requirement.  It may or may not drift somewhat from the prompt.

F essay:  This essay does not fulfill most of the requirements of this essay assignment.

