Donne Poem Literary Analysis Essay
LASA Senior English

How does John Donne utilize literary techniques to characterize the speaker and his dilemma in the poem “Holy Sonnet IX”? What complex assertions is the speaker making about himself, God, and/or sin?  How do literary techniques help underscore these assertions? 

Address the prompt in a 2-3 page essay (TNR, size 12, double spaced). See the “Format” handout on Process Piece for tips on organizing and what to include. Attach your annotated poem (consider SIFT and other elements) and 2 edited drafts and cover sheet to the final draft.
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Holy Sonnet IX

If poisonous minerals, and if that tree,
Whose fruit threw death on else immortal us,
If lecherous goats, if serpents envious
Cannot be damn'd, alas! why should I be?
Why should intent or reason, born in me,
Make sins, else equal, in me more heinous?
And, mercy being easy, and glorious
To God, in His stern wrath why threatens He?
But who am I, that dare dispute with Thee?
O God, O! of Thine only worthy blood,
And my tears, make a heavenly Lethean flood,
And drown in it my sin's black memory.
That Thou remember them, some claim as debt;
I think it mercy if Thou wilt forget. 
If poisonous minerals, and if that tree 

Whose fruit threw death on else immortal us, 

If lecherous goats, if serpents envious 

Cannot be damn'd, alas, why should I be? 

Why should intent or reason, born in me, 

Make sins, else equal, in me more heinous? 

And mercy being easy, and glorious 

To God, in his stern wrath why threatens he? 

But who am I, that dare dispute with thee, 

O God? Oh, of thine only worthy blood 

And my tears, make a heavenly Lethean flood, 

And drown in it my sins' black memory. 

That thou remember them, some claim as debt; 

I think it mercy, if thou wilt forget. 

This essay is a major grade for the second six weeks. It is due in hard copy on October 9(A)/15(B) at the beginning of class. Please submit it to turnitin.com and write the submission number on your printed copy before coming to class. You do NOT need to include a cover page or two peer-edited drafts for this assignment. 
Rubric

A paper: This 2-3-page essay offers a convincing, cogent analysis of the speaker’s problems with sin, God, creation, humanity and/or himself and how it shifts throughout the poem. Essay is well-evidenced, with several apt references to the poem. Literary devices are evident in these examples are defined and explored. Thesis is specific and arguable, with accompanying topic sentences to reflect parts of the argument. Higher A papers explore the paradoxes and ironies of the speaker’s assertions.

B paper: This essay should be close to 2 (or more) pages. The argument is believable but may have less explanation of evidence or be lacking evidence for some of the student’s assertions. Literary devices and important shifts in the speaker’s perspective (like those listed for the A paper) are still explored.
C paper: This essay is still at least 1.5 pages but has briefer or weaker arguments or tends towards basic summary of the poem. Still evidenced, the student may or may not always refer to literary devices. The assertions may be less developed and/or the essay may have several grammatical, spelling or MLA errors.

F paper: This essay has missed the prompt or understanding of the poem in a significant way or is entirely too brief or lacking in evidence to pass.

