Final Exam, Second Semester (Two Parts)
LASA Senior English
Both parts of the final exam are to be completed at home and submitted as one document to turnitin.com.  A hard copy of the final with your turnitin.com ID needs to be turned in to me on Monday, May 15 / Tuesday, May 16.  The final is comprised of two equally weighted writing assignments.  One is a 1 to 2 page (single-spaced) formal letter written to a person of your choosing. The other is an AP-style (though untimed and typed, double-spaced) prose analysis (see other side). 
Assignment One:  

Formal Letter

There are many places on-line to view the block format for a formal letter.  Here is one that is reliable and provides a sample to view: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/653/01/
Remember the headers.  Single space with double space between paragraphs (no indenting).   

This letter should be written in formal register/language.  You choose the audience.  You don’t actually have to send it, but you may want to.  This could be a letter to the school administration, a newspaper, a teacher, a politician, a magazine editor, a workplace (cover letter) or someone else to whom you might send a formal letter. No college application letters.  No previously written letters.  Carefully consider the tone of the letter.  Is it political or a protest?  If so, stay formal and constructive.  Is it thankful?  Consider formal language of gratitude.  Is it to present yourself positively to a workplace (cover letter)?  Consider what’s praiseworthy and stay formal.  Use detailed examples and colorful diction to help persuade the reader of your sincerity.
Formal Letter Rubric:

A – The writing is sharp, persuasive, formal and focused.  It has detailed examples and effective diction to convey the point.  It is tonally appropriate.  It is almost error-free and properly formatted (block, one line between paragraphs, no indentations). 1-2 pages single-spaced.

B – The writing is on-track and engaging.  The diction is adequate.  It may have few concrete examples or a few grammatical errors or format issues.  1-2 pages.

C – This letter may be shorter than 1 page (but more than ½ - page).  It has little colorful or persuasive language.  It may have many errors.

F – Probably too short or has many errors or is off-prompt.
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