Hamlet Dialectic Journal
You are responsible for writing three (3) separate journal entries. For each entry: 

-Pick an excerpt (quote) from Hamlet that you feel is particularly meaningful or leads to fruitful discussion. Pick a quote that we didn’t discuss in class. Reproduce that quote at the top of your page. Let us know which character says it. Cite it using correct MLA style. (Points will be deducted for mistakes in MLA parenthetical citation.) 
-Compose one or two paragraphs of analytical writing. Use that excerpt as a window into one of the major ideas of the play that interests you. Explain what insights you get from the lines you quote, but also explain how they relate to the rest of the play. Teach your reader something about the meaning of the play—character’s motivations, overall themes, etc. This analytical writing should be around one (1) page long for each entry, not counting the quote. It should bring in parts of the play other than simply that initial quote, either by quoting them or paraphrasing them. 
Tips: 

- Dialectic journals are less formal in structure than essays, but you are still required to write analytically about the play (explain what you think and prove it), and you are still required to develop one clear idea throughout each journal entry. 

-As a rule of thumb, a good quote for this assignment should be between one line and four lines long. 

-You are required to cite all quotes and paraphrases in MLA style parenthetical citation. You are also required to produce a works cited list. (Feel free to append it to the bottom of your last entry rather than using an entire sheet of paper. I expect you’ll only cite Hamlet, anyway.) 

- You’ve got a little freedom with the structure of this assignment, as long as you provide evidence for what you say. Show me what you can do!

-“One page” always means 12 pt. font, double spaced, unless otherwise specified. 

-Your three journal entries do not have to be connected to each other at all. In fact, exploring a variety of topics is better than harping on the same idea three times in a row. 

-Do not seek inspiration from Sparknotes. I mean, obviously I can’t stop you from seeking information there. But if I see regurgitated Sparknotes thoughts, I will assume you are not reading or comprehending the play, and your grade will suffer. 
-What should you write about, then? Look to our discussion questions and our class discussion itself for inspiration.
-The very best papers, however, will not simply rehash what we’ve said in class. Rather, they will engage with our class discussion—take the thoughts we’ve laid out and question them, look at them from another angle, or expand upon them. (There is so much to this play that we don’t even touch! So much is free territory for you to play with!) 

-Feel free to write in the first person for this assignment. (“I see Hamlet’s problem as…”) 

-Remember, though, that your journal entries are analytical writing. Phrasing aside, don’t spend lots of space on connections between Hamlet and your personal life or your favorite mix artist. Instead, show us what you see in the play. 

-Brilliant writing is alive. It sounds as if a person with an actual personality wrote it. It is inspired. Brilliant writing is not necessarily (ever?) perfect. 

-Still, editing and proofreading are your friends. No first drafts, please. 

This assignment is due on Sept. 16/17 at the beginning of class. YOU MUST SUBMIT IT TO TURNITIN.COM AND PUT YOUR TURNITIN SUBMISSION # ON THE TOP OF THE PAPER BEFORE BRINGING IT TO CLASS. You must include two drafts (of at least one entry) that clearly have been edited by peer editors. It is a major grade for the first six weeks. 

RUBRIC: 

A: Entries are at least one page each (after the quote). Excerpt (quote) is at the top of the page. MLA citation used correctly, with no more than a minor mistake. Considers four different topics rather than rehashing the same ideas in each entry. Insight encompasses the play as a whole, rather than being confined to the quote alone.  Lovely grammar. Mid- and high- A’s will also use an engaging (but still professional) writing style. Scholarship is tight—analyzes the play in precise detail, without being sloppy or outlandish. New ideas and new insights!
B: Entries are one page each, or within a line or two of this limit. The author writes about different topics in each entry, but entries may see less variation than A papers. Repeats information given in class without adding much new insight (for higher B’s) or without reflecting upon it much (for lower B’s). Reasonable analysis must be present to earn a B, though B’s will contain some inaccuracies in understanding of the play. Analysis that earns a B must address the play as a whole, not only the chosen excerpt. Grammar or MLA style may include some few mistakes, but not so many as to distract from an understanding of the reading. 
C: Entries are repetitive and lack insight beyond the literal level. May be shorter than one page each, but not shorter than 2/3 page each. May be riddled with MLA and grammatical errors to the extent that they are difficult (not impossible) to understand.  Will include some significant mis-readings of the play. Still, a C should display some understanding of the play and the issues we have talked about in class. 

F: Unacceptably brief entries or missing entries. Gross misinterpretations of the literal events of the play. Interpretation lifted wholesale from Sparknotes or similar sources, without engaging with class discussion of the play at all. Entries confined to an analysis of the quote, only—to such an extent that the reader doubts the author has read the play. 
