George Orwell, “A Hanging”—Discussion Questions
With a partner, write a sentence or two to answer each question—you should be able to expand upon these thoughts in discussion. Then, write a bullet-point list of evidence (quotes/excerpts from the text), along with MLA-style parenthetical citation for each, to support your assertions. 
1) Who is the narrator? How do you know? 

2) Look at the second paragraph of the story—“One prisoner…” Examine the description of the condemned man, particularly the adjectives and figurative language (similes, metaphors, etc.) associated with him.  What does the AUTHOR want us to think about this hanging? 

3) We have at least a couple of examples of situational irony—the puddle and the interruption of the dog. Explain why each of these is an example of situational irony. What does the narrator think about the dog’s interruption? How do the dog’s actions alter the tone of this event for those involved? How does the situation with the puddle help develop the narrator’s attitude towards capital punishment? 

4) Explain how and why the characters react as they do to the prisoner chanting “Ram!” 

5) Why doesn’t the narrator ever reveal the condemned man’s crime? 

6) Why do the men laugh after the prisoner is hung? 
7) Let’s talk about narrative distance—the extent to which the author sees something that the narrator doesn’t see. At the end of the story, how does the narrator react to the events of the day? What is his final attitude towards the scene he has witnessed (and arguably been involved in)? Give evidence that explains how you came to this conclusion. On the other hand, what does the author mean us, as readers, to understand about capital punishment? 

