Discussion Questions—Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice
(Spoilers contained below.)  

1) First sentence: What does it literally mean? What does “universally acknowledged” imply? Who actually thinks this? What does the narrator think of this view? How do you know? 
2) Examine the language of commerce or economics used in the first few chapters—buying and selling, value, etc. What is this diction used to describe? Who uses it? How does the narrator use such language? Whose voice is the narrator channeling in doing so? Look for other places in the novel in which such language is used. What does this tell us about romantic relationships in Austen’s society?  

3) Keep track of the way that Austen characterizes people. Look at: a) direct description, b) dialogue, c) omniscient views of their opinions, and d) narrative voice/free indirect speech (more on this in a moment). 
4) What do you think about Mr. Darcy, particularly? What evidence are you using to make this judgment? From whom does this evidence come? 

5) Lizzy is shocked that Charlotte Lucas agrees to marry Mr. Collins. Are you? What clues have we gotten about Charlotte’s situation, or her view of marriage, that might explain her acceptance of Mr. Collins’s proposal? 

6) Pay close attention to our discussion of free indirect discourse/ free indirect speech. It’s key to understanding what is special about Jane Austen’s narrative style. On that note, how would you characterize the narrator of Pride and Prejudice? Male, female, …? Informed or naïve? What tone does the narrative voice take? 

7) When Elizabeth stays at Netherfield, is her view of Mr. Darcy reinforced or challenged? What can she not explain in his behavior? (Why can she not explain these things?) 
8) How are Elizabeth and Darcy alike? How do they differ from Jane and Bingley? What interests do they (E and D) share? 

9) What is the role of reading in the novel? What kinds of things are read, literally or figuratively? 

10) Now, let’s talk about mis-reading. What should Elizabeth notice about Mr. Wickham’s behavior that she fails to notice? Why, if she is usually so sharp in reading people correctly, does she misread Wickham? 

11) What does Mr. Collins’s proposal of marriage tell us about him? (Enjoy yourself.) What does Mr. Darcy’s proposal of marriage tell us about him? How different are these proposals? 
12) Examine Mr. Darcy’s letter. In what ways is it a caution against our own pride? How does it make us wary about our ability to reason deductively and come up with correct answers about people? 

13) Examine Elizabeth’s response to that letter. If we are bound to make mistakes, what SHOULD we do when trying to figure out the people around us? (Just stop trying, right?)

14) On that note, who makes no effort to read the world around them? (Look at how lack of caring is equated with stupidity. I’m really not sure if Jane Austen is mocking actual lack of intelligence or moral laziness.)  
15) What things does Mr. Bennet get wrong? Why does he get them wrong? 
16) In a world of such petty and foolish people, what comforts do we have, according to Austen? 
17) ) Is Mr. Darcy’s character conversion (including his subsequent actions towards Lizzie) believable? Or is it the fictional convention of a romance novel, a typical deus ex machina? 

18) What role does Jane Austen think love should play in marriage? What IS love, according to her? 

19)  Is Jane Austen a Romantic (a la Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Byron—her contemporaries), or not? Consider what she thinks about society versus authenticity, on a variety of levels.

20)  Is this novel feminist? Anti-feminist? What differentiates this book from a modern-day romance novel, if anything? 

21)  Alternately—as P and P is one of the only novels by a woman consistently listed as a great work of western literature—what makes this novel great? 
22) What does P and P have to say about the world we live in today? 

