Poetry Exercises
First, we want to get you guys reading and thinking about poetry, itself. To that end:

 Read Ezra Pound’s “In a Station of the Metro.” 

 Read the excerpt from Brooks and Warren, Understanding Poetry, that deals with 

the poem (including the exercises). 

RECORD YOUR GROUP’S ANSWERS to the following questions: 

1) “We have said that the poem is based upon a metaphor. But the word apparition brings another metaphor, albeit a subordinate one, to the poem. What does this metaphor do for the poem?”

2) This is an Imagist poem--usually short poems based upon a single image. Imagism is a modern movement based partially upon western interpretations of Japanese poetry. Pound is the poet most famous for Imagist poetry. Interpret the petals metaphor—what shocking or surprising insight does it give us? 
Now, we want you wrestling with a more difficult poem, and also seeing what a solid critical article about a poem looks like. 

Read Gerard Manley Hopkins’s “God’s Grandeur.” 

 RECORD YOUR GROUP’S ANSWERS to the following questions: 

3) Where is the shift in the poem?

4) What happens before the shift—what is the main idea? Give evidence to support your answer. 

5) What happens after the shift—what is the main idea? Give evidence to support your answer. 

Now read the excerpt from the article “Hopkins’ ‘Ooze of Oil’ Rises Again” by Donald H. Reiman. 
RECORD YOUR GROUP’S ANSWERS to the following questions:
6) What did this article add to your understanding of the poem? (“Nothing” is not an acceptable answer.) 

7) Explain a different metaphor in the poem (not the ooze of oil business—something else). What does it mean, and what does it add to your understanding of the poem? 

Let’s deal with a poem that is the subject of much critical debate—scholars don’t necessarily agree about it. You’ll see how the author of an article incorporates secondary sources—in this case, the views of other critics and previous versions of the poem. 

Read the poem “My Papa’s Waltz” by Theodore Roethke. 

RECORD YOUR GROUP’S ANSWERS to the following questions:

8) Is this a poem about enjoyable roughhousing, or domestic abuse? Support your answer with evidence. 

Now read the short article “Roethke’s Revisions and the Tone of ‘My Papa’s Waltz’” by John J. McKenna. 

RECORD YOUR GROUP’S ANSWERS to the following questions:

9) Show me one place in the article where you found McKenna’s use of evidence convincing. What point is he trying to make about that part of the poem? Why do you find it convincing? 
10) McKenna mentions the works of several other critics at the beginning of the article. Why? What does he use them to say? 

“What do you mean I need secondary sources? Do you just mean other critics’ ideas?” Not necessarily. Sometimes we need historical or social context. 

Read the poem “The Second Coming” by William Butler Yeats. 
RECORD YOUR GROUP’S ANSWERS to the following questions:

11) What is the problem with the world in the opening stanzas? (Do your best to interpret Yeats’s metaphors.) 
12) What is the rough beast? What is going to happen to the world? 

13) Examine SOUND in this poem. Where do we find consonance, assonance, rough sound, rhythmic sound? How do these instances add to the tone of the poem? (What IS the tone of the poem?) 

14) What is the meter of this poem? 


Read the short excerpt from the article by Jewel Spears Brooker, “’The Second Coming’ and ‘The Waste Land’: Capstones of the Western Civilization Course.” 

RECORD YOUR GROUP’S ANSWERS to the following questions:
15) This article doesn’t address other critics in detail, but it does bring in secondary sources to act as background information for the poem. What are these sources? What do they say? 

16) How has this article changed your understanding of the poem? 

