Poetry in Translation Assignment
Senior English

PICK ONE. 

1) Find a poem in a language you speak other than English. The poem must be at least eight lines. Translate it. Include both the original and the translation, side-by-side. 
Write a paragraph (1/3 to 1/2 page, single spaced) about your translation. Include such information as whether you stayed true to the literal meaning of the poem or its spirit, or whether you chose to change these. Why did you make the choices you made? What is YOUR poem about? (What is the original poem about?) Talk about specific choices that you made—why pick THIS word or THIS grammatical structure to illustrate this concept? 

RESOURCES: 


-THE INTERNET (Google search is a rich source of poems in many languages and of information about translating poetry.) 


-THE LIBRARY (Check out a book in another language! Or check out a facing-page translation like the copy I have of Paz’s poems.) 


-ME (Feel free to browse my books.) 

2) See me. I will assign you a fragmentary poem. Turn your fragment into your own poem of at least eight lines. 

Write a paragraph (1/3 to 1/2 page) explaining the choices that you made. What in the original poem inspired you? How did you develop that idea or tone further in your own poem? How do you feel that your poem is different from the fragment (other than being longer and more coherent, of course)? What is your poem about? 

THIS IS A DAILY GRADE FOR THE 5TH SIX WEEKS. IT’S DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON FEB. 28/ MAR. 2. PLEASE PUT THIS ASSIGNMENT ON TURNITIN.COM BEFORE YOU BRING IT TO CLASS. 

