SONNETS
Nov. 1, 2013

BEST BOOKS REMINDER—Be reading by this point. 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING—Lecture?
SONNET STRUCTURE—

14 lines

Iambic pentameter (remind me what these words mean) (doesn’t have to be—and won’t 

be—perfectly iambic) 


fixed rhyme scheme


ITALIAN/PETRARCHAN


Abba abba cde cde 


(English were all writing in this before Shakespeare, 

so many famous English sonnets in this too)


ENGLISH/SHAKESPEAREAN


Abab cdcd efef gg

SHIFT –stop and address what it IS clearly. 

Where is the turn in thought in each of these? Problem and answer. 

Why sonnets so popular? 

1) Just are. Popular during renaissance when our ideas about poetry in English were being fixed.

2) Pentameter gives you enough room for philosophical statements, without sounding wordy

3) It’s a strict form—so to say something profound and pretty without breaking the form is a real challenge, worthy of a real poet. (Esp. thought this in the renaissance) 

4) Question/answer, or problem/reflection format suggests itself. 

When analyzing poetry—especially quickly, like for the AP—always look for the shift in thought in the poem. There is almost always some kind of shift from one idea to another. In sonnets, it’s clear where that is. 

LOOK AT A SONNET TOGETHER: Design By: Robert Frost
2 lists: 

1) Positive connotation

2) Negative connotation

Look at how these lists match up—everything positive connected with something negative—shown really to be evil. 

3) Shift in the poem? What happens before the shift? After the shift? Look particularly at the final two lines—“Design of darkness to appall”—with the double meaning in appall. What does this imply about God? 
MILTON—when I consider how my light is spent 

ALLUSIONS (and then look for the word play that comes out of these allusions)—do the allusions together. 

Problem?

Solution?
For Homework: WRITE A SONNET: 

This is what we’re doing instead of Mr. Harry’s class memorizing and reciting the soliloquy. You will not have to perform these in any way. You DO have to put them on TURNITIN.COM. 

Your structure is clear. Try for a shift at the appropriate place, depending upon which rhyme scheme you choose. 

So then where does inspiration come from? 

ANYWHERE. 

Milton—going blind. Personal problem. 

Frost—angst about the design of the universe. 

Something that worries you.

Your dog (some good ones) 

A birthday party 

The symbolic meaning of a loaf of bread

A fictional character that drives you nuts

Anything. 

Nov. 3

Excercises with poems, poetry criticism, and people writing about other critics’ interpretation of the articles. 

WORK IN GROUPS OF 3—move on independently from subject to subject. Call me over frequently to bounce ideas off of me or tell me interesting things you’re saying or express frustration. ONE record keeper. 

