Valediction:  Letters 
LASA Senior English
As a way of reflecting on your life so far, particularly that part of your life that you will soon be leaving, your time at LASA High School, please write two letters to mark this transition. Each should be at least a full page, single-spaced (no more than two pages each). Consider adding copies of the letters to your memory bank. These letters should be keepers, ones you will want to save for years to come. I will read them, but you don’t have to share them with anyone else.
Informal letters:  format should be single-space, standard 12 pt. font, indented paragraphs with informal salutation and closing.  No spaces between paragraphs.
1. Letter to yourself ten years ago.  Prepare for writing this by thinking back to when you were 7 or 8, probably in 2nd or 3rd grade.  What were you like then?  Where did you go to school?  What were your interests?  Who were your friends?  Where did you live?  What, if anything, troubled you?  Then write as if you were speaking to the child you once were and that child can hear you.  What do you want to share with the child you were?  Based on what you’ve learned since then, what advice do you have for this child?  What love or wisdom can you offer this child that was/is you?  Be true to yourself; be honest.

2. Letter to yourself ten years from now.  Prepare for writing by imagining greeting yourself as a 27- or 28-year-old.  How do you picture this future person so that you can effectively communicate with him/her?  What will you be doing at that age?  What will you look or act like?  Then write as if this future you can hear the person you are now.  What can you say to your future self?  What do you want that person to remember about who you are now?  What hopes and wishes of yours can you convey to this older self?  What advice can you offer this older you?
Your letters must be submitted as one document to turnitin.com.  They are due (printed copy with the turnitin.com paper ID number) on Apr. 8/9. 
These letters count as a major-grade project for the last unit.
Letters to Self Rubric:  

A – Writing is eloquent, introspective, thoughtful, and seems to speak to the depths of your thinking and feeling.  It addresses the prompt accurately and is nearly error-free.  Format is accurate (indented paragraphs, no spaces between paragraphs).  1-2 pages single-spaced.

B – This writing meets the prompt but may not speak as eloquently or sincerely.  It may or may not have a few errors.  Format is mostly or completely accurate.  1-2 pages single-spaced.

C – This letter could be less than a page (not less than ½ - page).  It may not completely answer the prompt.  It may have a number of errors.  It probably contains a surface level, insincere style or is just too short.

F – This letter is much too brief or error-filled or does not meet the task.
