Vocabulary Words, English IV, Unit 1
Q: WHAT do I have to do with these two million words?! Do you not know that I am a second-semester senior?!

A: Calm down—everything’s going to be fine. On May 1/2, we’ll have a terms contest in class. You will compete in groups, but you (individually) will be asked questions about these words—probably given a word and asked (roughly) to define it, or given a definition and asked what the term is. I’m working on the details. The contest will involve some small-but-good prize for the winning team—probably extra credit. You may use this list to check yourself, write definitions, etc., as you see fit—I will not require you to fill it out. On the day of the contest, though, you should know these terms—don’t expect to be able to use your sheet.
For those of you taking the AP, these are likely terms. Obviously, if they do come up, it will be in only a few questions. But vocabulary has been a problem for us on those practice tests. For those of you concerned with other things in life besides the AP: Think of this as a very bare-minimum list of literary vocabulary to take with you to college—the litmus test of whether you have absorbed LASA English department knowledge or not. (As for LASA English department wisdom… Well, we have essays for that. Hooray, essays!) 

And on that note… If you are an astute observer, you might notice that all but a very few of these words we have addressed directly and significantly in class this year. It’s review time. 
tragedy

tragic hero

hubris

anagnorisis

peripeteia

hamartia

catharsis

comedy

allegory

allusion
apostrophe
anaphora

anecdote

conceit 

connotation








detail

deus ex machina

diction
euphemism

epiphany 

figurative language
foil 

foreshadowing

hyperbole

imagery

irony (dramatic, verbal) 

juxtaposition

metaphor (metaphoric language)

metonymy

motif

paradox

paraphrase
personification
soliloquy

shift (for poems)

style (as in an author’s style of writing)

symbolism

syntax

synechdoche
theme

tone (attitude, language)
Iamb/iambic

Trochee/trochaic

Spondee/spondaic

Pyrrhee/pyrrhic

Anapest/anapestic

Dactyl 
Dimeter/trimeter/tetrameter/pentameter/hexameteter
Rough meter / rough verse 

Blank verse

Free verse

Sonnet

Ballad (verse form)
couplet 

End stopped
Enjambed /enjambment

Alliteration

Assonance

cacophony

consonance

end rhyme

slant rhyme

euphony

onomatopoeia

Drama
Prose

Novel 

Poetry / poem
Satire

parody

Elegy 

epic

Narrator 

First person 

Second person

Third person 

Third person omniscient vs. third person limited 

Point of view 

Renaissance (English vs. European) 

Enlightenment / Age of Reason

Romantic(ism) 

Victorian 

Modern 

Post-Modern 
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